
There is a need to enhance soft skills such as

communication, decision-making and problem

solving, self-management, teamwork, professional

experiences, and leadership among the

undergraduate student population. Extension

experiences are needed for their academic

development as well.
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INTRODUCTION

OBJECTIVE

Of 84 possible research recommendations

per student group, Team 1 collected 28

producer recommendations, Team 2

collected 19, and Team 3 collected 16. The

most recommended research areas by the

producers were nutrition (24%), health

(21%) and reproduction (17%).

Develop extension capabilities to promote the

improvement of these soft skills for Animal Science

students using small ruminants as models.

METHODS
Three teams composed of pairs of undergraduate
students surveyed four small ruminant producers
each regarding their research needs.

The survey was divided among 7 topics: nutrition,
health, reproduction, genetics, management,
edible products, and others, with the opportunity
to recommend three research projects per area.

RESULTS

The development of extension capabilities using
small ruminant as models improves the
academic, research, and extension experiences
of undergraduate students, as well as promoting
their improvement of soft skills.

CONCLUSIONS

Teams of students surveyed sheep or goat
producers that were located in 11
municipalities of the island (Figure 1).

Based on the producer’s recommendations,
students submitted written reports about their
sheep or goat farms visits and developed a
research protocol that was conducted under the
mentoring of faculty members.

Area N %
Nutrition 15 24
Health 13 21
Reproduction 11 17
Genetics 8 13
Management 6 9
Edible Products 7 11
Other 3 5

Area N
Nutrition 1

Health 1

Reproduction 0

Genetics 0

Management* 0

Edible Products 2

Other 2

Table 1. Recommended research areas by
sheep and goat producers

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3

Figure 1. Location of sheep and goat producer farms surveyed 
by student teams

Table 2. Research Topic selected by the student
based on producer’s recommendations

Based on the producer’s recommendations, two
students conducted experiments on edible
products, one student on nutrition and another
one on health (Table 2). Other topics included
water quality and heat stress.

Research results from the 6 projects were
published in a 70 page proceeding's (on-line and
hard copies). Copies of the proceeding's were
sent to all participating small ruminant
producers.
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