
Part of the Solution: Leveraging Partnerships to Educate 

Kansans in the Evolving World of Industrial Hemp

Introduction:
The 2014 and 2018 Farm Bills legalized the growing of industrial hemp in the United States and permitted interstate commerce. As a new regulated commodity crop, 

Kansas regulatory agencies and educational institutions believe it is vital to provide science-based education statewide to growers, distributors and processors.  

Objective:
The Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) 

teamed with K-State Research and Extension 

(KSRE) to reach stakeholders across the state, 

and into neighboring states, to discuss the rules 

and regulations necessary to reintroduce 

industrial hemp into the state. In addition, KSRE 

presented production and cultural considerations 

to familiarize this crop to a new generation of 

farmers.

Method:
Face-to-face meetings were most effective in 

reaching stakeholders on introducing industrial 

hemp to Kansans. Additional outreach to 

countless individuals across the region was 

accomplished via newspaper and magazine 

articles combined with webinars, television and 

radio reports, webpages, social media outlets and 

individual consultations.

Photo 1. Braden Hoch 

provides an overview of 

industrial hemp rules and 

regulations on May 22, 

2019. The event was held 

in Pratt and sponsored by 

Wichita State University, 

Small Business 

Development Center. 

Conclusion:
As the industrial hemp industry grows at a rapid pace 

and as federal and state regulations evolve, it is vital 

that regulatory, extension and academic units work 

collaboratively, as one voice, to provide steady and 

reliable guidance to the state's industry. Rather than 

ignoring the wave of excitement around industrial 

hemp, Kansas embraced it and combined expertise 

within the state to meet the needs of its residents.Photos 2 and 3: Dr. Jason Griffin, Braden Hoch and Dana 

Ladner present information during the Kansas Law 

Enforcement Field Day on August 8, 2019. Nearly 80 officers 

attended the Field Day in Haysville.

Results:
From May 2018 through March 2020, the 

KDA/KSRE partnership:

▪ Reached nearly 3,700 individuals in 

face-to-face meetings

▪ Presented at 72 unique events

▪ Accepted invitations to speak from 66 

distinct groups

▪ Traveled to events held in 27 different 

locations in Kansas, 2 in Missouri and 1 in 

Nebraska

▪ Traveled to 24 Kansas counties

▪ Highlighted in 3 magazine articles and numerous 

newspaper articles

▪ Interviewed for 8 television segments

▪ Supervised 4 student employees

Photo 4: Dr. Jason Griffin gives a television interview at the 

February 4, 2020, KSRE Industrial Hemp Industry Conference in 

Wichita. Over 220 stakeholders attended the one-day conference.

Photo 5: K-State student employees were involved in the first year 

of industrial hemp research field trials at the John C. Pair 

Horticulture Center in Haysville. Grant dollars were provided by 

KDA and the Kansas Water Office.

*Contact information:  Dana.Ladner@ks.gov

Dana J. Ladner* and Braden Hoch, Kansas Department of Agriculture

Jason Griffin and Lucas Haag, Kansas State University
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