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Urban populations are projected to outnumber rural 

populations by the year 2025. The majority of urban 

populations have little or no contact with agriculture, which 

creates a disconnect from the origin of our food. This 

increases fear of our food systems. In an attempt to reduce 

this fear, the use of small to medium sized animals, related 

either to animal production stocks or part of the production 

environment, are used to attract patrons to outreach displays. 

The use of chickens, embryology, aquatic and terrestrial 

invertebrates, miniature breeds, and baby animals of 

production species, can promote a willingness to learn about 

agriculture. Chickens with eye-catching patterns and 

behaviors, or exotic breeds, serve as stand-ins for production 

breeds. These chickens are familiar with handling, thereby, 

making them adapted to crowds and display many natural 

behaviors, which can be promoted with accompanying 

narration by the spokesperson. Invertebrates harvested from 

aquaculture ponds and plant plot edge areas are selected for 

visibility and interesting attributes related to their biology. 

Many patrons are initially disgusted by invertebrates, but 

following the spokesperson’s lead willingly learn about and 

touch them. This direct interaction between display animals 

and patrons is encouraged and engages the audience, 

providing experiential learning opportunities rather than 

minimal contact. These opportunities are instrumental in 

educating about agriculture and reducing consumer fear. In 

addition, collection, handling, and transport methods are key 

to training of spokespersons, which are often college students 

pursing degrees in agriculture. These students gain stronger 

public speaking skills, which increases future employment 

potential.

Abstract
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➢ It has become increasingly important for the animal 

agriculture industry to educate all populations about the 

origin of their food.

➢ Offering individuals of all ages the opportunity to obtain 

learner centered education through the introduction of 

varied species of animals and invertebrates, in a safe and 

positive learning environment.

➢ Individuals are given basic education and exposure to small 

farm animals. Additionally, production practices in the 

areas of animal agriculture and animal welfare are 

introduced, then individuals are asked to advocate for 

agriculture.

➢ The purpose is to expose the public to animals in a manner 

that breaks down apprehension and promotes interest. The 

focus of the program is communication systems between 

animals and their responses to the environment. 

➢ Opportunities for education can include: 

• Hands-on learning workshops 

• In-classroom presentations  

• Petting zoos

• Community groups

• Science Centers

• Farmers Markets

• Fairs and Expositions

• Wildlife Parks

• Field Days
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➢ Many different methods can be employed to educate the 

public about agriculture and animal welfare in a positive 

way.

➢ It is believed that individuals retain learned information 

longer when attached to a hands-on experience, especially 

when animals are included.

➢ Collection, handling, and transport methods are key to 

training of spokespersons, which are often college students 

pursing degrees in agriculture. Spokesperson training 

provides valuable job skills which is fundamental in a 

successful future.

These opportunities are instrumental in educating about 

agriculture and reducing consumer fear. In addition, collection, 

handling, and transport methods are key to training of 

spokespersons, which are often college students pursing 

degrees in agriculture. These students gain stronger public 

speaking skills, which increases future employment potential.

This project was supported by Lincoln University Cooperative 

Research and Extension and Lincoln University George 

Washington Carver Farm.

Materials and Methods

The objective of providing animal ambassadors is to offer all 

individuals from diverse and unique backgrounds the 

opportunity to engage and learn about animal agriculture and 

their food system. Hands-on learning activities engage and 

educate outside of the traditional educational structures.

➢ Invertebrates used are pet crawdads (Crayfish), tadpoles, 

big biting insects, and sometimes large fishes. 

➢ Trained free-ranging adult and juvenile chickens are also 

used. Some chickens are trained to come by voice 

command. Chickens are food motivated, making them 

fairly easy to train. Small groups are taken to a festival 

on campus and to the "fairgrounds" and set loose near 

the invertebrate attraction. They are allowed to roam 

freely and be fed meal worms by individuals passing by 

the attraction. All participants agree the free-ranging 

chickens are a very important part of the success of the 

program.

➢ Occasionally, penned chickens are included in the 

program; however, the penned birds receive much less 

attention than our free-ranging birds as the latter come to 

the students when called and interact with them. 

➢ Baby animals such as lambs and goat kids are often part 

of petting zoos. They can be bottle fed or fed by hand. 

Small calves and piglets are also good examples but 

require more planning in enclosure space. 

➢ Puppies, kittens, and occasionally small cage-type 

rodents (hamsters, gerbils, and rats) make good 

introductory animals for animal handling experiences.

➢ Incubation and embryology of chicken eggs, demonstrate 

the life cycle. Individuals are able to witness the different 

stages of development of the embryo inside the shell. 

Many state fairs have incubators hatching eggs, so the 

fairgoers can witness chicks hatching. 

➢ Additional props can include fish cages, beekeeping 

equipment, animal skulls and hides, and other animal 

production equipment.


