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Introduction

 Student empowerment has been shown to be  

integral to the learning process (Frymier, Shulman, & 

Houser, 1996).

 Empowered students feel more competent in their 

learning activities, find them more meaningful, and 

feel they have additional control in their own personal 

learning process (Houser & Frymier, 2009).

 Empowerment increases personal initiation, 

persistence in task completion, and feelings of self-

efficacy (Conger & Kanungo, 1988). 

Theoretical Framework

 Empowerment theory focuses on participation and 

collaboration of individuals within an organizing 

structure to focus their efforts on an identified 

outcome or common goal (O’Byrne, 2018).

 Empowerment is a “process by which individuals 

and groups gain power, access to resources and 

control over their own lives” (Robbins, Chatterjee, & Canda, 1988, p. 91).

 In The Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Freire (1972) 

professed the need to empower individuals to take 

control of their own learning (Freire, 1972)..

How it Works

 Students were empowered in the development of 

the Teaching Agricultural Laboratories course

 An extended KWL activity was used

 EKWWAL activity was developed

 Experiences with agricultural laboratories identified

 Knowledge students had related to agricultural laboratories

 Why the knowledge was important

 Wanted to learn related to teaching in agricultural laboratories

 Where the students could learn the new knowledge

 Assessment of the newly gained knowledge

Findings

 Students came to the course with initial perceptions 

regarding the use of agricultural laboratories in 

SBAE programs.

 Relevant content knowledge and skills sought by 

the students aligned with initial course plans and 

Teacher Education Standards previously 

identified for the course.

 Student reflections supported the following:

 Enhanced engagement due to perceived ownership in syllabus 

development.

 Deep appreciation for the new agricultural laboratory knowledge 

experienced through the course and 10-hour practicum.

 Felt the assessment activities were relevant.

 Demonstrated attainment of knowledge an skills requisite to 

successfully utilize agricultural laboratories in SBAE progams.

Note: EKWWAL – Experiences, Knowledge (Know and Want to Know), Why it is important, Where 
to find information, How to assess learning
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Conclusions/Recommendations

 Engaging students in syllabus development can 

empower learners in the higher education courses.

 Student perceived empowerment provides ‘buy-in’ 

to the various assessments used in the course.

 Additional research regarding student achievement 

related to perceived empowerment should be 

considered

Day 1 EKWWAL* Activity
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