
CASNR Student Interest in Agriculture Study Abroad 
Subjects, Activities, and Financial Aid

Introduction - Those planning to go into the agricultural 
workforce cannot focus solely on the United States’ industry 
(Roberts et al., 2016). The ability to understand and function 
in a global economy is important, and one way to provide a 
global learning opportunity for students during higher 
education is study abroad. However, barriers to study 
abroad can include the perceived cost, and not finding 
programs of interest related to agriculture (Bunch et al., 
2015; Chang et al., 2013; Briers et al, 2010; Schmidt, 
2009). The purpose of this study was to assess a College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR) 
program’s undergraduate student interest in the subjects, 
activities, and the financial aid needed to pay for an 
agriculture-based study abroad. 

Methodology – The population for this study consisted of 
undergraduate students in a college of agricultural sciences 
and natural resources (CASNR) at 4-year university. 
Approximately 416 undergraduate students were enrolled in 
CASNR in spring 2019. The beginning sample size was 
approximately 201 students (Krejcie & Morgan, 1970), and 
the final sample was 56 students (27.8% response rate). A 
web-based questionnaire originally created by Rieger (n.d.) 
was used to assess the interests in subjects, activities, and 
the financial aid for an agriculture-related study abroad. 

Conclusions - Students indicated animal sciences and wildlife 
and conservation as the most appealing subjects for an 
agriculture-based study abroad (Table 1). This was not 
surprising, as over half (62.5%) of the participants were animal 
science majors. All participants indicated wildlife and natural 
resources as appealing on some level. They indicated an 
interest in taking courses abroad for credit and participating in 
hands-on activities in their international experience (Table 2). 
Hands-on experience and skills was deemed extremely 
important by 85.7% of the participants, and 66.1% indicated 
taking courses related to their major as extremely important 
as well. While cost was a barrier, 62.7% of the participants 
indicated that they would be willing to pay up to $1,999 if they 
received financial support. In order to participate in a study 
abroad, 64.2% of the participants reported the need for 51-
100% of the cost to be covered (Table 3). 

Recommendations - These results provide the first step in the 
development of an agriculture-related study abroad program for 
a small 4-year university. If students feel that they cannot afford 
to study abroad, or programs are not catering to their
interests(Bunch et al., 2015; Chang et al., 2013; Briers et al, 2010; 
Schmidt, 2009), developing a program that does is crucial to 
providing a global learning opportunity. Further action includes 
determining what resources and connections have been and 
should be made in order to develop a hands-on agriculture-
related study abroad, as well what resources are available to help 
students fund their experience. 
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