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Fig. 1. Time spent by students in AGET 110 during exam weeks

  WK1 WK7-E2 WK12-E3 FNLGR† E1 E3 E4 

 

WK1 

r - - - - - - - 

 P ns ns ns ns ns ns ns 

 

WK2 

r - - - - 0.40 - - 

 P ns ns ns ns 0.09* ns ns 

 

WK4-E1 

r - 0.89 0.61 - - - - 

 P ns <0.01*** 0.01*** ns ns ns ns 

 

WK7-E2 

r - - 0.70 - - - - 

 P ns ns <0.01*** ns ns ns ns 

 

WK12-E3 

r - - - - - 0.47 - 

 P ns ns ns ns ns 0.04** ns 

 

WK16-E4 

r - - - 0.51 - - 0.54 

 P ns ns ns 0.03** ns ns 0.02** 
NOTE: Weeks (WK) are from 1 to 16 weeks and Exam grades (E) from 1 to 4; statistically non-significant variables 

are not presented. 

†Final Grade; ns = non-significant; * Significant at P ≤ 0.10; ** Significant at P ≤ 0.05; *** Significant at P ≤ 0.01  

 

  WK1 WK10-E2 FNLGR† E2 E3 E4 

 

WK1 

r - - - - - - 

P ns ns ns ns ns ns 

 

WK5-E1 

r - 0.47 - - - - 

P ns 0.02* ns ns ns ns 

 

WK10-E2 

r - - - 0.40 - - 

P ns ns ns 0.05* ns ns 

 

WK12-E3 

r - - 0.50 - 0.48 0.42 

P ns ns 0.01* ns 0.02* 0.04* 

NOTE: Weeks (WK) are from 1 to 12 weeks and Exam grades (E) from 1 to 4; statistically non-significant 

variables are not presented. 

†Final Grade; ns = non-significant; * Significant at P ≤ 0.05  

 

RESULTS
There was a significant positive correlation between students’ screen-time and exam grade (Tables 1, 
2 and 3) mostly during the first and the last or final exam. Also, a significant positive correlation was 

observed between the screen times during the exam weeks, which indicated that the pattern of time 
spent by students during the exam weeks was similar.

Interestingly, students in all evaluated courses spent more screen time during the weeks of Exam 2 in 
comparison to other weeks throughout the semester (Fig. 1, 2 and 3). This pattern could be 

attributed to relatively lower scores in most courses for the first exam, and the second exam is a 
potential opportunity for students to improve their overall grade in the course around the mid-terms. 

SPECIAL NOTE: Beginning March 16th, UT Martin converted to an entirely online format due to 
COVID-19. This would affect the results for AGRI 270 Exam 3 and 4. This course was previously taught 

in the traditional classroom setting. It is interesting to note, that it appears student screen time 
decreased after this date. 

INTRODUCTION
In today’s technological environment, are students more or less likely to take advantage of online materials provided by their professor? This study was conducted to observe any correlation between 
student course grade, exam scores, and the amount of time a student spends logged into Canvas®, the course management software used by UT Martin, to access class resources such as notes, lecture 
slides, and course video. The total amount of time spent on Canvas® was collected each week for each student two consecutive semesters for several agricultural courses, including in-person and online 

courses (n=85). Studies such as these can be useful in examining student study habits and regularity within an online interface and how it impacts their overall course performance.

Table 1. Pearson Correlation Coefficients (r) and their 
significance [(P), (N=24)] between students’ screen time 
and final grade, and between sectional exams for AGET 
110 at UT Martin.

Table 2. Pearson Correlation Coefficients (r) and their 
significance [(P), (N=24)] between students’ screen 
time and final grade, and between sectional exams for 
PLSC 110 at UT Martin.

Table 3. Pearson Correlation Coefficients (r) and their 
significance [(P), (N=26)] between students’ screen time 
and final grade, and between sectional exams for AGRI 
270 at UT Martin.
  WK1 WK4-E2 WK9-E4 FNLGR† 

 

WK1 

r - - - - 

P ns ns ns ns 

 

WK3-E1 

r - 0.68 - - 

P ns <0.01** ns ns 

 

WK4-E2 

r - - 0.57 - 

P ns ns <0.01** ns 

 

WK10 

r - - - 0.40 

P ns ns ns 0.04* 

NOTE: Weeks (WK) are from 1 to 10 weeks and Exam grades (E) from 1 to 4; statistically non-significant 

variables are not presented. 

†Final Grade; ns = non-significant; * Significant at P ≤ 0.05; ** Significant at P ≤ 0.01 
 


