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EVALUATIONINTRODUCTION

ADVICE

Widely speaking academic institutions are being urged to 
consider:

▪ Learning environment preferences 

▪ Student success tools

▪ Technology experiences

▪ Technology use in the classroom 

▪ Accessibility regarding eLearning (online modalities)

How is Academic Continuity Defined?
Clemson University defines academic continuity as a 
continuation of academic services through eLearning in 
the event all or parts of instructional site locations 
become closed and/or unavailable.

PLANNING PHASE

Is eLearning a Viable Alternative to
Face-to-Face Instruction?

▪ 45.81% (n = 93) of the faculty thought E-learning is a viable 

alternative. 

▪ 51.46% (n = 110) believe that online instruction was effective 

for their class.

▪ Many respondents were concerned about the time-frame 

involved.

Is Online Instruction an Effective Strategy for 
your Class?

▪ 51.46% (n = 106) of faculty responded YES

▪ 48.54% (n = 100) of faculty responded NO

▪ Respondents who expressed NO said that it was not as 
effective as face-to-face instruction and/or presented 
extreme challenges in pedagogy particularly in lab and 
hands-on courses.

~ Timely and intensive communication (and not scheduling 
eLearning day on a ‘game day’) would lead to greater acceptance 
among both faculty and student respondents.

~ Respondents felt that the University needs to do a better job 
communicating the need to develop an effective academic 
continuity plan. 

~ Some respondents thought they had been given too short 
notice and that eLearning day was held at an inopportune time 
of the semester. (2nd day of class in fall semester and ‘game day’)

~ Emergency preparedness is a good idea.

~ For future academic continuity plans, intensive communication 
to the faculty and students concerning the aims and importance 
of eLearning is of paramount importance.

For more information please contact:
Catherine A. DiBenedetto, Ph.D.

College of Agriculture, Forestry, & Life Sciences
Agricultural Sciences Department 

cdibene@clemson.edu

FINDINGS

When: 2019 fall semester – August 29th 

What: eLearning Day

Why:  Evaluation of the implementation of a campus-
wide academic continuity plan through eLearning for 
emergency preparedness.

How:  eLearning day planned to evaluate core 
capabilities of public information/warning, community 
resilience, long-term vulnerability reduction, risk and 
disaster resilience assessment and economic recovery. 

Who: Campus-wide announcements through social 
media and email communication and training sessions 
were conveyed to faculty to make them aware of the 
plan. 

Figure 2: Student Survey

Figure 1: Faculty Survey

Faculty’s Level of Difficulty with eLearning 

DATA COLLECTION

▪ Online survey distributed through Clemson Online to census 
of teaching faculty and students enrolled in fall courses. 

▪ 196 faculty responded.

▪ 4855 students responded. 

Most students (93%, n = 
4855) indicated 
they received 
communication from 
their instructor prior to 
eLearning day. 


