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Introduction
Good publications are targeted toward their audiences and generate readable content. A magazine’s popularity 
depends on its circulation and the audience (Kaufman, 2014). Few readers are aware a team of writers, designers,
 researchers, and editors spend hours churning out information while working to tell a story.

Originally targeted toward alumni and students, the Cowboy Journal was first published in 1998 by 
Oklahoma State University agricultural communications seniors. The intention of the Cowboy Journal is to 

communicate activities, people, and successes of OSU’s Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources  to graduates of the college (Lawson, 2008).

Although consistent editorial content is necessary for magazine uniformity (Lawson, 2008), some magazine articles are 
more difficult to understand based on the content and the author’s abilities, resulting in ineffective comprehension for 
readers (Lee and French, 2011). Substantial evidence indicates improving readability can be associated with reader 
comprehension, learning, and retention as well as reading speed and efficiency (Klare, 1984).

Methods Results
Articles for the study were selected from the 20 issues of the Cowboy Journal during 
the past 10 years (2008-2018), resulting in an examination of 364 articles. 

To analyze readability, articles were downloaded from a PDF from the online Cowboy 
Journal publication into Microsoft Word and measured using the Flesch Reading Ease 
test and the Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level test. 

The program collected data on passive sentence use, total words, characters, 
paragraphs, sentences, sentences per paragraph, words per sentence, and 
characters per word. 

How to find your document’s readability using 
Microsoft word

The articles had an average Flesch Reading Ease score of 50.8 and an average reading educational 
level of 10.76. Of note, the reading level was consistent across all magazine issues.

These levels indicate the articles were “difficult” to “fairly difficult” to read as indicated in Table 1; the 
reader would need at least a 10th- to 11th-grade reading level to understand the writing.

Flesch Reading 
ease Score

Flesch - Kincaid
Score

50.8 10.76

Table 1. “Lee & French’s Interpretation of Flesch’s reading ease scores (2011).”
Flesch’s reading ease score        Style description        Estimated reading grade

0 to 30               Very difficult             College graduate
30 to 50              Difficult                    13th to 16th grade
50 to 60              Fairly difficult                  10th to 11th grade
60 to 70               Standard                8th to 9th grade 
70 to 80               Fairly easy                   7th grade
80 to 90               Easy             6th grade
90 to 100                      Very easy                 5th grade

Conclusions and Recommendations
For a target audience of college alumni, this level is acceptable; however, the articles may prove too challenging to prospective students or 
friends of the university who do not possess a four-year degree. 

Writers, including teaching faculty, should review the readability of handouts, assignments and other materials to ensure they match the target 
audience before the items are distributed. 
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Go to File > Options. 

In the proofing tab, check the following options: 
   Check grammar with spelling
   Show readability statistics

Click OK.

Click Review > Spelling & Grammar to check your document for spelling or 
grammatical errors and also see the readability level of your document based 
on the Flesch Reading Ease test and Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level test. 
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