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Abstract 

Ur~dergraduate and graduate enrollment in agricultural 
colleges and two-year diploma pmgrams in Canada f i r  
the period 1973 to 1979 was reported in the NACTA 
Journal, March 1980. Data f i r  1980 is presented pllow- 
ing registration in September. Enrollment increased 
through the 1970's until 1978 when there was a distinct 
break in the upward trend that developed through the 
early and mid 1970's. Enrollment declined slightly at the 
baccalaureate l e v e l b r n  1978 to 1979 and has declined 
to a greater extent in 1980. Enrollment in two-year 
diploma programs remained stablefiom 1977 to 1980. 
Enrollment in graduate programs is also relatively stable. 
varying only two to three percent upwards or downwards 
in any given y e a r f i m  1977 to 1980. 

Undergraduate Enrollment 
Enrollment in four-year undergraduate degree pro- 

grams in the eight faculties of agriculture in Canada in- 
creased substantially through the 1970's peaking in 
1978. (1) Commencing in 1979 the number of under- 
graduate degree students declined by approximately two 
percent each year. Table 1 indicates enrollment during 
the 1977 to 1980 period in each of the faculties of agricul- 
ture in Canada. The decline from 1979 to 1980 occurred 
primarily at Laval University and Macdonald College. 
Enrollment declines are expected generally in the 
Canadian university system in the next few years, 
although most faculties of agriculture believe that their 
enrollment will not decline to the full extent due to the 
strong demand that continues for graduates in agricul- 
tural science. 

The annual drop in enrollment in 1979 and again in 
1980 is similar to the experience of the member institu- 
tions of the National Association of State Universities 

Enrollment in two-year diploma programs in agri- 
culture in Canada has fluctuated by less than two percent 
over the four year period. As in undergraduate degree 
programs, substantial increase in enrollment was experi- 
enced during the early and mid 1970's; from 1973 to 
1977 the increase in diploma enrollment approximated 
30 percent. 

There has been no significant change in the enroll- 
ment of students at the various faculties of veterinary 
medicine in Canada during the four year period. Each of 
the colleges can admit a restricted number of students 
relative to the numbers who apply for admission, and 
there has been no change in the quotas established at any 
of the three veterinary faculties during the past four 
years. 

Graduate Enrollment 
The enrollment of graduate students increased 

modestly from 1977 to 1980 with a three percent increase 
in the number of master's students and no significant 
change in the number of Ph.D. students. As reported in 
last year's article on this subject (1) there is a continuing 
shortage in the supply of Ph.D. graduates in agriculture 
in Canada relative to the demand. Some preliminary 
studies done under the auspices of the Association of 
Faculties of Agriculture in Canada have revealed that in 
some areas of agriculture, the supply of graduates ap- 
proximates only one quarter or one third of the present 
and future demand over the next five to ten years. Fur- 
ther refinements are being made to these estimates, and 
it is likely that some detailed projections on supply and 
demand will be forthcoming within the next twelve mon- 
ths. 
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Table 1. Undergraduate Enrollment Canadian Faculties of Agriculture 1977 - 1980. 
4-YR. DEGREE ZYR. DIPLOMA 

Nova Scotia Agricultural College 
Laval University 
Macdonald College 
Ontario Agricultural College 
University of Manitoba 
University of Saskatchewan 
University of Alberta 
University of British Columbia 

Total 6244. 6478 6343 6189 1260 1229 1232 1249 
Note: Laval includes students in Home Economics; Alberta inciudes students in Forestry; OAC includes Engineering and Landscape Architechue. 
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Table 2. Graduate Enrollment Canadian Faculties of Agriculture - September 1977 - 1980. 

Laval University 
Macdonald College 
Ontario Agricultural College 
University of Manitoba 
University of Saskatchewan 
University of Alberta 
University of British Columbia 

Total 962 336 946 345 949 369 988 347 
Data obtained from that submitted to the annual meetings of the Deans of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine. All data taken from September registra- 
tion figures, full-time and part-time students. 

Table 3. Canadian Veterinary Medicine Enrollment 

University of Montreal 281 276 273 269 
Ontario Veterinary College 471 474 479 473 
University of Saskatchewan 256 254 259 266 

Total 1008 1004 1011 1008 
Data obtained from that submitted to the annual meetings of the 
Deans of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine. All data taken from 
September registration figures; full-time students only. 

Summary 
The downward trend in the number of students en- 

rolled in undergraduate degree programs in agriculture 
in Canada continued in 1980. This trend became evident 
in 1979 and was reported in the NACTA Journal in 
March 1980. The increase in enrollment occurring 
throughout the 1970's up to and including 1978 is now 
over. Two successive years of decline plus the projections 
that in the early 1980's the population of high school 
graduates will decline further will result in contraction 
rather than growth for Canadian faculties of agriculture 
over the next five years. It is not expected that the decline 
will parallel the general high school population decline in 
totality. A strong demand for undergraduates continues 
and most faculties of agriculture are optimistic that the 
full effects of the general decline in high school graduates 
will not be felt in agricultural colleges. Enrollment of 
graduate students is moving upward very slowly at a rate 
less than the demand for graduates particularly at the 
Ph.D. level. 
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Dr. Jack C. Everly. Editor 
NACTA Journal 
608 W. Vermont 
Urbana, llllnois 61801 

Dear Jack: 
I have visited by telephone with Howard Hesby and Russell Miller 

regarding Materials Exchange for the 1981 NACTA Conference. Ho- 
ward and Bd, Godke at LSU rue planning a slide duplication 
capabllity. 

Howard agreed to again request boob  from publhhers for dlsplay 
a, he already had the mailing lkt. I'm going to request other media for 
&play such as fllm-loops, slldes, etc. I had recently asked Jlm Vorst to 
help me secure media of the materials reviewed in the NACTA Journal 
thb year and Russ Miller was enthusiastic about this as well. 

I would Uke to highlight two items for the March bane regarding 
the 1980 Conference: (1) Many individuals must bring slldes to share 
for dupllcatlon, and (2) encourage indivldaals to bring Laboratoq 
manuals, conrse outlines and/or leamlng objectives, or other hand-out 
materinla for display. These should be in a loose-leaf notebook or some 
klnd of cover for best display. 

The rllde dupllcatlon war meutloned in the December 1980 issue 
and I would like to really stress It. Othenvise, it probably will not be 
succecsfpl. Perhaps a little block "ad" explalnlng that (1) duplicating 
eqdpment wlll be there, (2) fllm will be available at cost, and (3) so, all 
we need is members to bring slldes. Could we encourage attendees to 
atPo bring slides of colleagues who are not attending? 

Sincerely, 
Gerry L. Posler, Chalrmari 

NACTA Instructional Materials Exchange Board 
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