
to communicate with them. We must be able to 
appreciate and to understand what they are doing. 
But we must also be able to appreciate and under- 
stand the needs of today's agriculture. And it is in 
this area that the agriculture teacher is unique. 

In my opinion, today's best teachers of agri- 
culture are those who dare to be both scientist and 
technician; and I maintain that it is this group of 
people that are the real prestige scientists of our 
time. Let us not short change our students and dis- 
grace our profession by moving backwards into an 
area of technical how-to-chop-cotton-type programs, 
but move forward into the area or why chop cotton 
in the first place. Let us study the why and gear 
our thinking and research to the future. We must if 
we are to feed a hungry world. 
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The identification of the very poor student is 
a continuing process throuqhout his school career 
by teachers, peer groups, siblings, perhaps his par- 
ents, and more recently. counselors. This student 
may have been identified in this role so often and 
so long that he has been stereotyped. Most of us 
are aware of the many problems this student has 
faced during his relatively short life time, but what 
about the major problem he faces when a decision 
must be made concerning college entrance or join- 
ing the nations work force? The high school grad- 
uate immediately faces a society that expects him 
to enter college regardless of abilities or goals in 
life. 

The parents of a very poor student in particular 
are aware of their own shortcomings and want their 
son or daughter to achieve a higher standard of 
living than they have, so pressure exerted for col- 
lege entrance comes from all sides. These same par- 
ents know about some of the advantages of being 
a college graduate, but many have little or no con- 
cept of what is required to become a college grad- 
uate. Most of them do not even understand the 
problems of attending college. I t  is apparent that 
most parents of below average students do not real- 
ize the value of a total education because they ac- 
cepted much less than desirable achievement during 
the grade and high schwl phases of their child's 
education. 

The very poor student usually has less than a 
desirable attitude toward school, teachers, and his 
fellow students. He comes to college because others 
say he should, but doesn't have the resources to 
achieve a reasonable degree of success. This stu- 
dent, because of his past scholastic records, Amer- 
ican College Testing Program, or college entrance 
examinations, is not only restricted as to which 
college or university he may enter, but he may have 
to enter as a special student or on condition or 
probation. 

The fastest growing segment of higher educa- 
tion is the community or "Junior" college. The open 
door policy of most community colleges results in a 
heterogeneous range of abilities for entering stu- 
dents. The community college then finds itself in 
the position of having a higher proportion of the 
very poor students than normally would be found 
in a four-year institution. 

There is an indication that a majority of below 
average students come from families that subsist on 
a below average income. Another consideration is 
that the number of children in this family will 
normally exceed that of an average family at the 
higher end of the economic scale. Larger families 
with a below average income find it very difficult 
to send their children to a distant university and 
may also experience considerable difficulty in meet- 
ing the expenses of a local college or university. 
State supported community colleges have relieved 
this financial burden in many areas: thus many be- 
low average students are enrolling in college be- 
cause it is now within their means. 

Merely recognizing the problems does not tell 
us what the very poor student can get from one to 
two years of college. It gives us an indication of 
some of the reasons why this student may not attend 
college or why he is not likely to succeed in a reg- 
ular college curriculum. 

The vocational-technical curriculums offered 
by the many new commmity colleges and some 
four-year colleges and universities are quite val- 
uable for the academically poor student, especially 
if the reason for low achievement is other than low 
mental ability. It  should be recognized a t  this point 
that the good students will usually get the best jobs 
in any vocational or academic field of study. For a 
number of reasons, usually known only to the stu- 
dent, he or she may be branded as very poor in one 
area and at the same time excel1 in another area. 

Most colleges and universities have written in 
their catalogue the purposes of the college and ob- 
jectives of a general education. The purposes and 
objectives are valid for all students as long as the 
administration and faculty believe in them and ap- 
ply the criteria contained therein to all students 
regardless of their abilities. I t  would then be ex- 
pected that the very poor student who is enrolled 
in the same institution of higher education as other 
students would be subjected to these goals and 
would have the following opportunities: 

1. Enroll in suitable vocational-technical or 
semi-professional programs, thus fitting him 
or her for gainful employment. 

2. Attend a core of general education courses 
and activities that will broaden and deepen 
the students cultural heritage and enhance 
an awareness of his responsibility as a citi- 
zen of his community, state, nation and 
world. 

3. Learn to be an active and intelligent citizen 
in dealing with the interrelated social, eco- 
nomic and political problems. 

4. To be advised, counseled, and guided by pro- 
fessional counselors and by the total faculty 
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and administration in order to achieve max- 
imum potential in our society. 

5. Attain a degree of emotional and social ad- 
justment through the enjoyment of a wide 
range of social relationships and the experi- 
ence of working cooperatively with others. 

6. Develop an understanding about the mean- 
ing and value of life. 

7. Learn to think through problems, to collect, 
evaluate and weigh evidence in order to 
arrive at reasonable solutions to problems. 

8. To maintain health and share the responsi- 
bility for protecting the health of others. 

9. To improve abilities to communicate through 
writing and speaking. 

Even though the student has opportunities for 
improvement in any or all of the expressed object- 
ives, several influencing factors that should be 
recognized at this point would be: 

1. The attitude and prior preparation of the 
"very poor" student will usually not allow 
achievement to the same extent that the 
good student achieves. 

2. The objectives of general and vocational- 
technical education cannot be achieved 
through college courses alone. 

3. The objectives of general and vocational- 
technical education must be earned by the 
student and not be automatically granted by 
the professor. 

4. Attitudes and habits of a student have been 
formed over a number of years and will not 
be readily changed by mere exposure to the 
college curriculum. 

5. The "salvage" of marginal students, though 
an expressed function of the community col- 
lege, may be accomplished by any segment 
of our educational system. 

It is quite apparent that each marginal student 
will not receive the same inspirations or benefits 
from the one or two years of college. Evidence would 
lead one to believe that college experiences are 
quite valuable for all students: however. it is nearly 
impossible to measure these values. At present it 
appears that we will have to rely on the opinion of 
former students to evaluate the benefits received 
from the one or two years of college. If nothing 
else. this points out advantages of a continuing fol- 
low-up of all students in order to have an idea of 
what is being accomplished for students regardless 
of their attainment. Our present standards of meas- 
uring success are not irreproachable. The final grade 
or final degree does not always complete the picture. 
A very poor student may actually acquire more of 
the desirable characteristics adopted as objectives 
by a college or university and thus will show a 
greater achievement relative to that shown by an 
excellent student even though attending college for 
only one or two years. 

Perhaps it would be well for us to ask ourselves 
What have I done to help all students attain their 
maximunl potential even though they may attend 
college only one or two years? 

Credit Examinotion 

John Beeks, Chairman 
Agriculture Department 

Northwest Missouri State College 

The transition from high school to college is 
a problem not only to the student but also the col- 
lege that accepts him. Individual differences found 
in the elementary and secondary schools are still 
present and are augmented by differing; educational 
backgrounds represented by the diversity of schools 
the students attended. In the past such differences 
have gone largely unheeded and all students re- 
gardless of their background have been conveniently 
placed in beginning colleg, courses. 

Some changes have been made in recent years 
in an attempt to provide challenging programs for 
superior students. Six hundred and eighty-three 
colleges and universities have taken a new look at 
credit by examination, advanced placement and ad- 
vanced standing programs.' On the basis of college- 
level work completed during high school years. 
students are being given the o~po-rtunity to receive 
advanced placement, credit or both according to the 
policies of the institution they enter. The prime 
reason for this program of advanced standing. has 
been to give those students who can determine and 
demopstrate sufficient proficiency an opportunity to 
begin their college education at  an advanced level. 
Thus repetition of similar work completed in high 
school is reduced. 

The decade of the fifties may be characterized 
as an era of expanded efforts to provide challeng- 
ing study patterns for superior students. I t  was no 
longer felt that all courses should be geared to the 
average student. Many colleges and universities 
were investigating credit by examination and nd- 
vanced standing as a mean? of meeting; the needs 
of superior students. 

An example of overlapping instruction involves 
former students of vocational aqriculture and 4-H 
members who attend colleges of agriculture. Much 
of the subject matter, in beginning college of agri- 
culture courses, appears to be repetitious of the 
high school course content in vocational agricult~~re.  

Students have realized for many years that 
much of the introductory ulorli of the colleges was 
in fact just a repetition of work completed in high 
school. This has resulted in many courses being 
considered easy by those students familiar with the 
work. Upgrading of the courses has put additional 
strain on those students unfamiliar with the subject 
matter presented. 

Charles C. Cole in Flexibility in the Under- 
graduate Curriculum states: 

A freshman comes to college full of en- 
thusiasm, expecting something new and differ- 
ent. Frequently, his enthusiasm is dulled by 
class attendance. his love of learning dirninish- 
ed by the slow routinized pace he is forced to 
follow." 

The freshman enrolls in college expecting a 
new and inspiring experience vastly different from 
the classes attended in high school. Often the only 
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